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Animal Hygiene Management for Animal-Assisted Activities

Aokt Hiroshi*

Faculty of Veterinary Science, Nippon Veterinary and Life Science University

Abstract : For animal-assisted activity, animal-assisted therapy, and animal-assisted education, human safety must be

ensured, and countermeasures against infectious diseases, in particular zoonotic infections, are essential. The most important

thing is not to use intervening animals as a source of infection, and it is necessary to conduct hygienic management from daily

breeding. Also, because there are many types of zoonoses, it is unrealistic to take measures against individual diseases from

day to day. Therefore, it is preferable to positively introduce nonspecific and universal standard precautions during rearing

management and activities. Furthermore, it is important that staff involved in activities, etc. become risk communicators, and

to communicate correct infection control measures to all staff, stakeholders and participants in animal-assisted activities.
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