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Designing spaces to enhance children’s contact with living animals
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Abstract : The use of living animals in elementary schools is relevant to several subjects in the curriculum, with educational
goals and their importance being recognized from the viewpoint of “respect for life.” However, few children spend time with
animals, even if animals are kept in places many children frequently visit. To achieve educational goals, a well designed space
is required where children can easily go to spend time with animals. The purpose of this study was to extract the image of a
space where children want to spend time with animals and to show the effects of the space made from this image.

From drawings and descriptions made by children, we learned that children want to perform physical activities with
animals, experiencing movements together, such as running and playing tag. We also extracted the element of children wanting
to experience the interactions with other people including friends. We adopted these elements into a physical space where
children could spend time with animals. We then introduced this space into an elementary school where an animal was already
raised in a cage to compare the effect before and after the introduction of the newly designed cage.

The experiment revealed that the number of children who spent time with animals increased, and children diversified their
behavior. Some children learned how to spend time with animals by observing others. The results of this study showed that
spatial conditions have an impact on child-animal relationships.

Key words : Animal assisted education, Children-animal relationships, elementary schools
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